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Business Management
Frequently Asked Questions

Boat Brokering and the Sale of Vessels

1. What is the National Park Service (NPS) regulation that covers the sale of property
within Glen Canyon National Recreation Area (NRA)?

16 United States Code, Subchapter 1, Section 1, requires that the service shall promote
and regulate the use of the Federal areas known as national parks*, monuments, and
reservations and that those regulations conform to the fundamental purpose to conserve
the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for
the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.

16 United States Code Subchapter 1, Section 3 requires the Secretary of the Interior to
make and publish such rules and regulations as he may deem necessary or proper for the
use and management of the parks, monuments, and reservations under the jurisdiction of
the NPS. The section also allows the Secretary of the Interior to grant privileges, leases,
and permits for the use of land for the accommodations of visitors in various parks,
monuments, or other reservations.

Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Part 1, Section 6 and Part 5, Section 3, both
require a permit to authorize a prohibited or restricted activity. Part 5, Section prohibits
the engaging in or soliciting any business in park areas, except in accordance with the
provisions of a permit, contract, or other written agreement with the United States, except
as specifically authorized under special regulations applicable to a park area.

2. All I want to do is sell my boat or partial ownership in my boat, which is personal
property. Because I am not representing a business entity nor do I consider the
transaction as engaging in a business activity, do NPS regulations apply?

Yes. 16 United States Code gives the Secretary of the Interior the authority to regulate the
use of the Federal areas known as national parks, monuments, and reservations. It also
allows the Secretary of the Interior to grant privileges, leases, and permits for the use of

*The National Park System includes arks, recreation areas, battlefields, historic sites, etc.
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